THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
July 25, 7935.
The League has become a continuous danger to peace. Its power-
lessncss for good is generally recognised outside the ranks of
pugnacious pacifists.
This country ought to have a free and independent foreign policy,
seeking British interests and setting the welfare of the Empire first.
This we shall not have as long as we remain a member of the
League.
August 5, 1935.
The only thing for Britain to do is to get out of Geneva or we
shall be manoeuvred into war overnight.
September 26, 7955.
War following the application of sanctions would divide Empire
opinion seriously and produce such discontent among large sections
of the populations of the Dominions as to aggravate all the diffi-
culties oversea.
October 23, 7935.
After Sir Samuel Hoare's speech of October 22nd two points have
emerged: (i) The British Government are determined not to take
any isolated action against Italy; (2) Military sanctions are out of
the question for the present
If we sack to the Empire and leave the League to its confused
debates and its 'procedunsm' we shall at least be free from minor
entanglements in European disputes, which concern us very slightly
or not at all.
October 25, 1955
In the boycott against Italian goods Great Britain will punish
her own people more than she punishes Italy.
October 28, 7955.
The right policy to arouse enthusiasm for the government at
the forthcoming election is one of immediate, large-scale rearma-
ment to secure the welfare and prosperity of the Empire.
December 5, 7955.
It is good news that the British capital ships, Hood and Reunion
with four destroyers are leaving the Mediterranean. The cruise of
the six ships in the Atlantic is not a recall of them from Mediter-
ranean waters. But it is a move in the right direction.
December 14, 7935.
No Minister ever undertook to fight for the League of Nations
alone. On the contrary they insisted one and all that any action
taken must be collective. There is now not the slightest possibility
of such action, and it is greatly to Mr. Baldwin's credit that he has
recognised that fact.
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